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Christ Church Birkenhead 
Bessborough Road, Birkenhead, CH43 5RW 

 

Priest in charge: Rev Gerri Tetzlaff 

Rev Gerri’s email: christchurch.gerri@gmail.com 

Rev Gerri’s phone number: 0151 651 0768 

 

Church Office email: christchurchbirkenhead@gmail.com 

 

To worship God, to share Jesus, 
and to serve the community 

Services and Community Activities 
 

Our 10.30am Sunday services have recommenced. 

We hope to begin our community activities  

in the near future. 
Updates will be provided on our Facebook page and website. 

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbirkenhead  

http://christchurchbirkenhead.net/  

Don’t forget—it’s your magazine.  
Contributions to me by Sunday, 25th April, please. Thanks. 

Paul Rees, Editor 
oxtonrees@gmail.com 
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Services in Church 

 
Our 10.30am Sunday services have recommenced. 

 
2nd April 2-3pm  Good Friday  An hour at the Cross 
4th April   Easter Sunday  Holy Communion 
11th April   Easter 2   Morning Prayer 
18th April   Easter 3   Morning Prayer 
25th April   Easter 4   Holy Communion 

 
 

You can also keep up to date with us via our Facebook page at 
www.facebook/christchurchbirkenhead.  

There you will find weekly reflections on bible passages, 
suggestions for prayer and ideas for positive thinking.  

 
Other resources can be found on the  

Church of England’s website at  
www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online. 

 
 
 

To open these links and others elsewhere in the magazine 
Go to it, press ‘control’ and click. 
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Ecumenism Conference 1910  

The consecration of The Rt. Rev Weller as an Anglican bishop at the Cathedral 
of St. Paul the Apostle in the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Fond du Lac in 
Wisconsin. USA.  Or is it? Look closely! 

 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenism 

 
We’re busy doing nothing, working the whole day through.  

 
Trying to find lots of things not to do.  

 
We're busy going nowhere, isn't it just a crime?  

 
We'd like to be unhappy, but we don't just have the time. 

 
 

As sung to the editor by Mary Kirby 

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbirkenhead/
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Heber_Weller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul%27s_Cathedral,_Fond_du_Lac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul%27s_Cathedral,_Fond_du_Lac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Diocese_of_Fond_du_Lac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenism
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This year’s ‘Virtual’ Secret Gardens of Oxton will take place on Facebook on 
Sunday, May 9th. 
 

The plans are taking shape and organisers are still on the look out for more 
gardens to showcase. This is a great opportunity for people who haven’t 
opened up their gardens in the past. Maybe you feel your garden is too small or 
you only have a balcony? That is not a problem for a virtual event! If you are 
proud of your garden or specific plants or flowers, then please get in touch. 
  
Help and support can be given regarding taking videos and pictures or 
volunteers can take the videos for you – all socially-distanced of course. 
  
To find out more about how you can feature your garden or plants at this year’s 
event, please email secretgardens@theoxtonsociety.co.uk 
  
Last year’s virtual event was a huge success, attracting more than 2,500 visitors 
on the day. This year, any money raised from sponsorship, donations or raffle 
tickets will be split between the Oxton Society and Friends of the Arno - so let’s 
make this year a blooming wonderful event again! 
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Some thoughts for Easter 
 
I find it hard to believe that we have been living with Covid-19 for over a year 
now.  Easter comes to us a second time but at least this year we shall be having 
our Easter Day service in Church at 10.30am.  Not quite the usual service but 
wonderful to have this opportunity to meet together again and celebrate Holy 
Communion.  The social distancing rules will still apply of course, so the church 
building will be prepared accordingly.   
 
In more normal times, we would see the children from Christ Church CE 
Primary School coming into church for their Easter service; going through the 
old, old story and for some children, experiencing that story more fully for the 
first time.  For some it will be familiar and for others it can be that they have 
only really heard part of it before. 
 
That can be the case for adults too – sometimes we skip the death of Jesus and 
go straight to the resurrection.  Whilst focussing too much on death isn’t good 
for us, to miss it out completely is hard too; otherwise we won’t have a 
complete picture of life.  Maybe we miss death out because we can’t really 
believe that there is anything more or we simply hope that part will somehow 
not affect us. 
 
I believe that if we enter into the whole Easter story we will be enabled to have 
an amazing view of both life and death.  Life in all its fullness doesn’t end but 
goes on into eternity.  How can this be?  By simple trust and faith in Jesus Christ 
– that his sacrificial life and death made a difference; that by dying he enabled 
us to be forgiven and gave us a way back to God our Father.  
  
Remember what we have experienced this past year, who could forget?  Easter 
helps us to make sense of the brokenness that we see around us and 
experience in our own lives too.  There has been much to grieve and people to 
mourn.  Great loss has taken place across all sections of society but particularly 
for those whose lives were already difficult.   
 
Our church has felt like it’s been in hibernation at the least; we have been able 
to keep in touch but not in the way we would hope.  Let’s be patient and trust 
in our risen Lord to bring about renewal and restoration of all that is good; and 
help us to leave behind that which we no longer need.  Let us look to a hopeful 
future, even when we feel beaten down. 

mailto:secretgardens@theoxtonsociety.co.uk+%C2%A0?subject=Count%20me%20in%2C%20please
mailto:secretgardens@theoxtonsociety.co.uk+%C2%A0?subject=Count%20me%20in%2C%20please
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Today 

This Easter as we celebrate new life in so many ways, let us find joy in creation, 
in seeing what had been dead rising again to new life as the flowers, shrubs 
and trees put out buds, shoots and fruit.  It is a great celebration which gives us 
a vision of the cycle of life in this world and beyond.  May our shared faith give 
us resilience for the ongoing situation brought about by the pandemic and may 
we put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’ (John 11.25-26) 
 

Wishing you a blessed Easter, 
Revd Gerri Tetzlaff 

 

March Funerals 
 

 Robert Meade 
 Lilian Smith 
 Barbara Mulhall 
 John W. Griffiths 

Electoral Roll Revision 
 
The church Electoral Roll will be revised between 18 April and 2 May 2021.  If 
you are already on our Electoral Roll you have nothing to do.   
 
If you would like to join the Electoral Roll, please contact Revd Gerri Tetzlaff 
and she will send you a form.  There are criteria for admission to the roll, which 
are explained on the form.   
 
However, as we have had services rather sporadically over the last 12 months, 
you might want to chat with Gerri about it first.    
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Just as the soul fills the body, so God fills the world. 
Just as the soul bears the body, so God endures the world. 

Just as the soul sees but is not seen, so God sees but is not seen.  
Just as the soul feeds the body, so God gives food to the world.   

Marcus Tullius Cicero, 106-43 BC.                      

 My Heart Soars  

 
Chief Dan George was born on 24th July 1899 and died 23rd September 1981. 
His real name is ‘Geswanouth Slahoot’.  He was Chief of The Tsleil-Waututh 
Nation, whose Indian Reserve is located on Burrard Inlet, Vancouver, British 
Columbia. 
 
He was an Actor, Musician, Poet, and Author. 
 
He is most well known for playing ‘Old Lodge Skins’ opposite Dustin Hoffman in 
Little Big Man and was also in the film The Outlaw Josie Wales as ‘Lone Watie’ 
playing opposite Clint Eastwood. 
 
He was an Activist for a better understanding of the ‘First Nations People’ and 
was a very Spiritual man. This poem comes from his book of the same name. 
 

Thanks to Andrea Hendrick 
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In Harmony 
 
MaryJo Blades sent in this little poem, one of the most beautiful she says she 
has ever had the pleasure of reading. It was written by her mum! 
 

Beside the trees, behind the road, 
There lies the abode 
Of ‘Rydes Hill Convent School’. 
There children learn to work and play 
And how to live together  
In a harmonious way. 

 
Education is important,  MaryJo suggests,  but peace   between us all is relevant 
too.  Echoing the words of John Harrison, she says  ‘We are on this earth to help 
each other.’ 
 
 
 
 
And here, after a bit of searching around on the internet, is a picture of the 
school from its website. Renamed Rydes Hill Preparatory School and Nursery it 
is a ‘non-selective, one form entry private Catholic School educating girls from 3 
to 11 and boys from 3 to 7 within idyllic surroundings in the Guildford 
suburbs’.  On Google Streetview you can see very little of the school because of 
the trees— just as the poem suggests! 
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‘Untitled’ 

 
As we watch the boiling world shaped ball 
Drop like a flash at 
The end of the field 
The heat is finally over. 
 

Big fluffy pillows fill the sky, 
Covering the sun: 
Sky filled with blending colours: 
Dark violet purple 
Deep bronze 
Rich crimson 
Then thick darkness 
 

A black hole dashes in 
Filling the sky with a thick blanket. 
Smaller versions of the moon 
Cover the pitch black sky. 
The wind grows bigger 
It howls like an alpha wolf, 
Clouds fill the light 
Stronger, stronger, stronger. 
 

Suddenly the heavens gates open 
And a group of raindrops 
Land on my head 
Filling everything and  
Everywhere with water. 
Pitter Patter, Pitter Patter. 
 
     Ava Shaw (aged 9 years old) 
 
 
 

Like a lot of children over the last year, my granddaughter Ava (Junior Church) 
has been home schooled by her Mum and also had online lessons from her 
school, Christ Church Primary School. One of her projects was to write a poem 
which I wanted to share with you.  Jackie  Harness  
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Saved by the Council! 
 

Many of you will be aware of the recent council survey into its spending plans 
for the coming financial year. Among the options put forward for discussion 
was the closure of the Williamson Art Gallery, just across the road from our 
church. Fortunately, not only for that group who regularly went to the Gallery 
for lunch after morning service, but also for local artists and Victorian painting 
or model ship enthusiasts, the council agreed to keep the Gallery open. A 
petition of some 12000 signatures, as well as an awareness of the loss of 
visitors to Wirral, helped save the day.  
 

Corinne Whitham, who started the petition, explains online: “The Williamson 
has been a part of the Wirral community for 92 years, where it has been much 
more than just a place for people of all ages to see beautiful art, it has served as 
a true hub of the community. It has welcomed people of all ages, of all walks of 
life and backgrounds throughout its time, and its closure will leave many 
people's lives much emptier and lonelier. 
 

“As well as its historically important permanent collection of wonderful art and 
artifacts, including a collection of ship models connected to Merseyside’s 
shipping history, it frequently hosts exciting and accessible guest exhibitions of 
contemporary artists. Its regular workshops for children, families, and adults 
have been a great favourite for many people across the Wirral community. Its 
programme of musical performances has been an important platform for 
classical and contemporary musicians from the North West. 

“To close the Williamson would deprive many people on the Wirral of access to 
the arts on the Wirral. It was purpose built to do just that, and the council has 
offered no alternative.” 
 
Explore the Williamson’s website at https://williamsonartgallery.org/ 
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‘Mother-of-one Kathleen, who has five grandchildren and two great grandchil-
dren, said: “It’s hard to describe what it is like meeting the Queen. One is over-
whelmed by the grandeur and the incredible efficiency of the royal household – 
it’s beyond words. The Queen was delightful, she was so pleasant. I spoke to 
Prince Philip and the Duke of Gloucester who was a very jolly fellow I thought. 
The Duke of Kent was very charming too.”’ 
 

We at Christ Church will miss you, Kathleen, but I’m sure you will have many 
stories to tell those ‘upstairs’!  May God bless you.  

Jackie Harness 

The Easter Story 
 
Here’s a drawing of the Easter Story by my grandson Connor. I’d asked the 
children in junior church to draw a picture or write a story about Easter. He was 
six years old when he drew it and is now a teenager; but I think he definitely 
showed the meaning of Easter.  

 Mary Kirby 

https://williamsonartgallery.org/
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Goodbye ‘Good and faithful servant’ 
 

Many of you will have heard of the death of Kathleen Stansfield on 23 February 
2021 in her 95th year. Those who had read Kathleen’s articles in our Parish 
Magazine may not have had the privilege of actually meeting this lovely lady in 
person. A lot of us did have that privilege. Kathleen started coming to our Meet 
and Eat lunch regularly some time ago, and we who ran the lunch invited her to 
join our Church Fellowship, which she eagerly accepted. She was a very 
interesting well-educated lady who told us stories of her younger days and her 
past, but she was also quite modest and private too. I found the following 
information in a 2015 article about her which you may find interesting. 
 

‘There aren’t many people that can boast meeting 
The Queen once, let alone twice, but that’s 
exactly what Oxton woman Kathleen Stansfield 
can do after attending her second Royal reception 
this month. Kathleen Stansfield first met The 
Queen in 1990 after being awarded a Churchill 
Fellowship for playing an instrumental part in 
creating Birkenhead’s first credit union. The 89-

year-old was given the chance to meet Her Majesty a second time last week 
when she was invited to a reception at Buckingham Palace. 
                    
‘The Queen, who is patron of The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, hosted the 
event to mark its 50th anniversary.  Since 1965, more than 5,000 British citizens 
have been awarded fellowships to travel overseas to study. Kathleen is one of 
them, awarded the fellowship in 1989 for her part in relaxing financial 
regulations restricting the development of credit unions. She spent six weeks in 
Canada and the United States, researching and studying the organisations. 
Kathleen, who worked for the Council for Voluntary Service, at the time, said: 
“They wanted to set them up in Birkenhead because of low income families 
and the distress caused by loan sharks.” After returning to Wirral, Kathleen 
went on to work with community and church credit unions, as well as 
volunteering at Arrowe Park Hospital and working in schools.  
 

She explained, “When I began this work credit unions were barely known in the 
UK. As a result of my efforts and with assistance from Frank Field MP, who took 
me to London to meet finance people who were restricted by bureaucracy and 
financial stringencies, we were able to get these relaxed so it became much 
easier to set up a credit union.”  
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Also saved by the Council! 
 
Apart from funding the Williamson, the council's arts budget supports the 
public opening of the Birkenhead Priory, Merseyside’s oldest standing building. 
The remains of the Priory are recorded in the National Heritage Register at 
Grade One; it is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  
 
The Priory was founded about 1150 by Hamon de Masci, 3rd Baron of Dunham 
Massey for the Benedictine Order. In 1318 the monks from Birkenhead Priory 
were granted ferry rights by Edward II. They built a house nearby to store their 
corn and provide shelter for travellers if the weather was too bad for the ferry 
to cross the River Mersey. 
 
The priory's chapter house 
remains as a chapel linked to 
Christ the King church with 
services once a month or so. It is a 
Grade II* listed Norman building 
and was restored in 2005. The 
upper floor of the chapter house, 
the Scriptorium, contains another 
chapel dedicated to the training 
ship HMS Conway.  

 
Between the priory and the river is the tower 
of Birkenhead’s first parish church, St Mary’s 
opened in 1822, its nave demolished in the 
1970s. The view from the top of the tower is 
amazing. 
 
Like the Williamson, the Priory is a great 
attraction for visitors and an excellent 
resource for school children and is well used 
by the community.  
 
See more at  
https://thebirkenheadpriory.org/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scheduled_Ancient_Monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedictine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_II_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Mersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapter_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scriptorium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Conway_(school_ship)
https://thebirkenheadpriory.org/
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-iron-merchants-records 

Another Christchurch 
 

I seem to have settled in to writing about someone else’s Christ Church every 
month. Don’t think I’ll run out, there are hundreds worldwide to be found on 
the internet. 
 
This one is Christchurch in the 
village of Pointon, some twelve 
miles east of Grantham in south 
Lincolnshire. It is a ‘Mission 
Church’ linked to the parish 
church of Sempringham. Built in 
1893, it is of tin and timber, put 
together from a kit of parts 
bought from Boulton & Paul of 
Norwich.  
 
 
 

A very active small village church, 
Christchurch hosts a weekly 
Tuesday morning coffee morning 
as well as a fortnightly Thursday 
night drop-in and regular Sunday 
worship. Furnished with modern 
upholstered chairs and electric 
heating, this "tin tabernacle" is 
multi-use and relevent to its 
community.  
 
 

Read more about this Christchurch 
at https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14502/ 
 
Mention here of ‘tin tabernacle’ reminds me of an afternoon I spent at work in 
the museum going through the records of Francis Morton & Company Iron 
Merchants based in Liverpool. They made tin tabernacles to send out overseas 
to support the missionaries working in the colonies of the British Empire! More 
anon perhaps. 
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A Memorial Spiral 

A ‘memorial spiral’ is currently on display at Chester Cathedral coinciding with 
the National Day of Reflection on 23 March 2021. 

The installation has been constructed in the nave of the Cathedral to create a 
place for reflection as we pass the anniversary of lockdown.  It entails a large 
stone spiral surrounded by candle prayer stations.  The spiral captures our 
experience of spinning in and out of lockdown over the last twelve months, 
sometimes confined to the innermost small space of our own home and 
household, sometimes let out into society again only to risk return to further 
restriction. The spiral invites us to remember the infinity of space and time 
beyond ourselves, the immensity of the universe and the promise of eternity 
beyond the here and now. 

Vice Dean of Chester Cathedral, Canon Jane Brooke says: “As the Cathedral 
reopens, we hope our memorial spiral will give people an opportunity for quiet 
prayer and the possibility of lighting a candle in memory of those who have 
died in the last year especially. We are very grateful to Dandy’s Topsoil and 
Landscape Centre for their support of this project which will undoubtedly help 
many living both in and around the city, and to our volunteers who physically 
constructed the spiral in the nave.” 

The Cathedral is currently open for private prayer and reflection from 12 noon 
to 5pm daily.  The memorial spiral remains in the Cathedral until Monday 26 
April 2021. 

https://chestercathedral.com/ 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14502/
https://chestercathedral.com/
https://chestercathedral.com/

