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Services in Church
Sundays at 10.30am.
2nd May: Easter 5
9th May: Easter 6
16th May: Easter 7
23rd May: Pentecost
30th May: Trinity Sunday

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

There will also be a service on 13th May
for Ascension Day, but online only.
You can keep up to date with us via our Facebook page at
www.facebook/christchurchbirkenhead.
There you will find weekly reflections on bible passages,
suggestions for prayer and ideas for positive thinking.
Other resources can be found on the
Church of England’s website at
www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online.

To open these links and others elsewhere in the magazine
Go to it, press ‘control’ and click.
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The Rev writes…
We are still in the season of Easter - just! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen
indeed, alleluia!
That call and response is the traditional Easter greeting beginning at the Easter
Day service. In my sending church we used to repeat it a few times, with each
repetition getting either louder or more enthusiastic, or both! It sometimes
takes us a while to warm up to good news, to excellent news, to amazing news.
We can’t always quite believe it.
Sometimes when someone has been ill for a long time and then they begin to
make really good progress, it can take some time to begin to take it in. People
won’t always respond with joy at such good news, because their emotions have
been in a very different place for many weeks or months. It may take a couple
of weeks before they look like they’ve perked up – particularly if they haven’t
been ill themselves, they’ve been watching and caring for someone else. I
think that this might be how many people are feeling right now at this stage of
the pandemic, lockdown and all that goes with it.
This certainly seemed to be the case for the early disciples from the women
who first encountered the risen Jesus to the disciples gathered in hiding in the
upper room. They hadn’t been living with illness for a long time; they had
experienced what we might call a bit of a roller coaster - emotions up and
down, all over the place and on Good Friday when Jesus died – devastation and
loss. Maybe they felt that they were just beginning to understand who he
really was, when it was all over. Then of course, they had to adjust to the fact
that he was still alive – but not as they had known him. He was transformed;
his earthly body had changed, quite how we don’t know, just that it was
different and that this new life would be eternal.
We too might be experiencing something of this disorientation - after months
and months of various lockdown regulations, so much illness, death and
hardship suffered by so many. We might be feeling less than excited by the
advent of protection through the various vaccines; it might not be quite hitting
home. Maybe you feel wary of going outside and shopping again and meeting
folks again too. Let me say, it isn’t a race, take your time whether that is quick
or slowly or very slowly. It is good news and we will continue and joy will come
back into our lives if it has been missing.
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Today Jesus continues to call us to eternal life – he is in the business of transformation and that process goes on throughout our lives. As we walk with Jesus day by day something of his likeness begins to take hold on us and some
things that are quite unlike Jesus get chipped away. We can’t always see it
happening but if we look back on our lives we can see the changes and the way
we have been shaped gradually and carefully, or maybe sometimes a big chip
drops off leaving us unsteady for a time before we adjust and rebalance. This
might be where you are at right now.
The importance of the resurrection to us is reflected in the length of the Easter
season which we celebrate until Pentecost which comes this year on 23rd May,
we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit - the Spirit of Jesus who aids our
transformation. The resurrection for us Christians is at the very centre of our
faith. As the apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15.17 ‘If Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.’ Everything we believe
and trust in hinges on the resurrection and its good news.
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia!
Revd Gerri Tetzlaff

Is the Church racist?

Today

On the recommendation of a friend, I watched on BBC iPlayer a Panorama
documentary entitled “Is the church racist?” shown on 19th April. By church it
meant the Church of England. Our church. The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby himself is shown addressing General Synod in Feb 2020: “There is no
doubt when we look at our own church that we are still deeply institutionally
racist. Let’s just be clear about that.”
The programme offered evidence to answer its self-posed question. There were
statistics: 1 in 10 students for ordination training are from BME communities;
1 in 25 clergy are from BME communities; 1 in 42 bishops are from BME
backgrounds. There were six individual clergy – from diverse BME backgrounds,
Black British multi-racial working class, Kenyan, Brazilian, Zambian – who told
stories of personal heartache and anguish, variously speaking of a “covert silent
threat”, of “feeling not safe”, of being told “complaints would only mark them
out as trouble-makers”, or “I can’t see where you fit into the Church of
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England”. There were formal voices such as the
former Church adviser on Race Relations Dr
Elizabeth Henry, who resigned after seven years in
post “frustrated at the lack of progress”, Professor
Robert Beckford, Rev Arun Arora and Very Rev
Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York. There were
statements from the Church of England and several
Dioceses. A consensus seemed to be reached. Yes,
the church is racist. This is nothing new in this
recognition. Since Faith in the City (1985), some 20
reports have documented the concern. Rev Arun
Arora – co-chair of the C of E Anti-Racism task force set up in 2020 - captured
the voice of all: “The issue isn’t so much that we haven’t talked about it
enough, the issue is that we haven’t acted upon it enough”.
The Anti-Racism task force referenced in the programme published a report –
From Lament to Action – on 22nd April, Stephen Lawrence Day. Reading around
its publication the following struck me. It does not argue the case for
institutional racism in the church as previous reports over 30 years and
countless personal testimonies have done. Institutional racism is a given. What
it does is make recommendations in key areas – participation, education,
training and mentoring, young people, structures, and governance. The Racial
Justice Commission, set up in response to this report – will oversee them.
If all of this seems somewhat remote from us at Christ Church, our local
Birkenhead family parish, then some words that accompanied the setting up of
the anti-racism task force say otherwise: “Our work is not a battle in a culture
war but rather a call to arms against the evil and pernicious sin of racism ...
Where racism is found, it must be challenged. Whether masked in our
behaviours, whispered in our pews, institutionalised in our systems, or paraded
on our streets, the Church as the body of Christ is called to oppose those
actions which cause others to be treated as less than fully human.”
We, the body of Christ, are diminished when other voices and gifts are not
allowed to flourish. Our humanity is less fulfilled. We are the lived embodied
reality of that abstraction labelled the institution. As we continue our journey in
Eastertide, it is opportune to invite the Resurrection to initiate thoughts and
actions that commit us to that call to arms. That we might be active where we
can be to combat the sin of racism - and more.
Revd Allan Goode
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Walking Day
In years gone by, just before Ascension Day, the priest and his congregation
beat the bounds of the parish praying for peace and a successful harvest. In the
towns, this was the time when the May Queen was chosen and walked in
procession round the parish. Here are some photos of the St Peters walking
day where I went as a young boy. Led by the cross, the choir preceded the vicar
and the wardens, the local brass band (hired in for the event), the men’s
fellowship, the mothers’ union, the May Queen, the Sunday School boys and
girls, the scouts, the guides… But can you spot me?
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Our Father
Faither o us aa, bidin abune,
thy name be halie.
Let thy reign begin.
Thy will be dune, on the erthe,
as it is in Hevin.
Gie us ilka day oor needfu fendin
an forgie us aa oor ill-deeds,
e’en as we forgie thae wha dae us ill
as lat us no be testit,
but sauf us frae the Ill-Ane,
[for the croon is thine ain,
an the micht,
an the glorie,
for iver an iver.]

Here’s the Lord’s Prayer in the Scots language. Read it slowly and it
will make sense. It’s from a website that includes the Prayer in
every language of the world and in many different editions as it has
changed through the years. Apart from English, Latin and Greek,
there are plenty of versions using the letters we ourselves use—say
Italian or Spanish. And then there are texts in Russian, Egyptian,
Japanese and Syrian scripts which I have no chance of reading!

Have a look for yourself on Alexander Krasotkin’s website at
http://www.krassotkin.ru/sites/prayer.su/other/all-languages.html
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Tots in the Park
Hi all,
By the time you read this, I will have met a small group from our Tots Spot
down in Birkenhead Park. I invited about ten children and their mums to come,
all following government guidance. There will be a nature hunt and a socially
distanced picnic!
I’m hoping this will be the beginnings of a new Tots Spot group later in the year,
remembering that many months have gone by since we last met and that
many members have grown up and moved on to school!
Here’s a photo of some Tots last time we met in the Park - back in May 2019!

We’re also hoping that Junior Church will soon be joining in our Sunday
services. I’m planning some fun activities for them, inside and outside church!
God bless all our families and children,
Mary Kirby
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Our international organ
Although Christ Church may have been largely empty over the past 12 months,
we’ve welcomed some 9,000 visitors from all over the world to see and hear
our Father Willis organ via the internet. Here’s a selection of comments from
different countries:
South Korea:
The sound of the keyboard being touched is very attractive. May God bless
you and everyone in your church always.
Germany:
This melody has always touched my heart and I think it fits the organ very
well! I love the basic flutes from Manual II, but the Clarabella and Clarinet
are really outstanding. And what you do, that you increase the contrasts
by using many different solo voices, that's just great. No more and no less
what you do, Paul is: you take your great organ and play what it has to
offer. Because this Father Henry Willis organ has certainly been waiting for
this piece for a long time.
France:
Hello! Thank you for your sharing this beautiful interpretation. A superb
video! Well done. I wish you a nice week, Danielle
India:
Wow wonderful

keep on rocking. Proud to be your subscriber sir!

Egypt:
How beautiful it is to listen to the creativity of Paul McCartney on the
Church organ, it shows that McCartney had not wasted his time and that
his music remains beautiful forever. I congratulate you with all my heart for
this very professional arrangement and this exceptional performance.
Greetings, Samir
Russia:
Hello, Paul! I've listened to "Caccini's" Ave Maria in more than 100
versions. I am not an art critic, but I dare say that you have created not just
a beautiful free arrangement, but have discovered a new musical organ
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interpretation of the bold appeal of man to God and the Mother of God
through prayer … your interpretation is similar to a son's pleas to his
mother, when she holds his head to her chest and strokes it with her hand.
It's reassuring and calming - everything will be fine, I've heard you. As for
your arrangement of Vavilov's Ricercar, through your right hand I heard
the drama of the birth of order, hope, and life on Earth from the emptiness,
chaos, and horror of the naked Universe that your left hand portrayed. It
also seemed similar to me to the dramatic mystery of conception and
development of a human being in the womb from a chaos of simple bloody
matter, culminating in his birth into our world.
I have a special interest in creating unique organ arrangements of music, from
Bach through to Paul McCartney. Over the past 6 months I’ve had a few of
these published by a firm in America. The firm’s website allows me to track
where the sales happen in real time, so I know that there are people
performing my arrangements in Latvia, Denmark, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland the Netherlands and the USA as well as closer to home in the UK
and Dublin. It’s great to see such international interest in music which our
congregation at Christ Church will be hearing in services over the coming weeks
and months.
So the lockdowns set me on metaphorical musical journey … and put my music
on a literal one!
Paul Broadhurst
Hear Paul’s organ faves at
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZMWDf-FP92GVhns5LEdazPoxwx-NqSTk

Paul took on the mantle of Christ Church organist on Easter Day 1996. His
associations with historic Henry Willis organs go back even further: as resident
organist at St Mark’s Birkenhead whilst still at school and at Christ Church Port
Sunlight after university. He studied the organ with Noel Rawsthorne of
Liverpool Cathedral who instilled in him an overriding emphasis on musicality
and a love of the music of J S Bach. The kaleidoscopic range of colours of the
organ here at Christ Church has inspired Paul to follow Dr Rawsthorne’s lead in
creating arrangements of very wide variety of music for the organ, many of
which are published. A keen conservationist, Paul is a passionate advocate of
our vintage “Father” Willis organ.
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You don’t need to be looking for a job!
Now settle down at your computer and
think of a diocese to explore. Start near
home in Cheshire or Liverpool, or travel
further to Blackburn, Southwell, Southwark
or York. Indeed any Church of England
diocese—there are 42 to choose from.
Find the diocese website and then pretend
you are an out-of-work vicar and search for
vacancies. Choose a parish that needs
someone—a place you know, an area that
intrigues you by its name, or even a church
where you once worshipped.

Then find the Parish Profile or Statement of
Needs. Here you’ll find out about what the
parish’s churchmanship is, what its vision is
for the future, what its community is like and perhaps even interesting
statistics about numbers or finance. Many profiles are professional quality
documents and include excellent photos of the parish surroundings, the church
and its activities. Enjoy seeing how the other half live!
Lancaster Priory—we, all 700 of us, marched down from school twice a year for
our Christmas and Founder’s Day services. Cagebrook—I just liked the names;
somewhere in Herefordshire!
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What is the biodiversity of your churchyard?
Hundreds of churches have already signed up to a week-long ‘nature count’
occurring this summer, which will encourage people to visit churchyards and
record what they see. Churches Count on Nature will run between 5 June and
13 June and is being described as a citizen-science event covering churchyards
across England and Wales.

The project will see communities and visitors making a note of the animals,
birds, insects, or fungi in their local churchyard. Their data will then be collated
on the National Biodiversity Network
It is being jointly run by the conservation charities Caring for God’s Acre, A
Rocha UK, the Church of England, and the Church in Wales. The week is open
to anyone with a love of nature and churches are being encouraged to link
with local schools, local wildlife groups, and those who may not have visited
before to discover churchyards.
https://www.chester.anglican.org/news/what-is-the-biodiversity-of-yourchurchyard.php

Anyone interested in
getting involved?

From the diocesan website
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Making Tracks – Discover the West
Coast mainline at Chester Cathedral
July 17 @ 10:00 am - September 3 @ 4:00 pm

An exciting model railway event chugs into the Cathedral this summer.
Created by railway enthusiast Pete Waterman OBE, and from the builders
of ‘Leamington Spa’ this event will present a bespoke model railway that
demonstrates the West Coast Mainline – a 74ft OO model featuring the
work of Thomas Brassey.
A superb event for model railway enthusiasts and families alike!
Making Tracks – Discover the West Coast Mainline is generously
supported by Pro-Networks, Expert IT Support, driving your business,

All aboard! Open: Monday – Saturday 10am – 4pm (last entry 3.15pm)

Oldest but the Best
Railway enthusiasts, and perhaps even train passengers, might well be
intrigued to learn that here on Merseyside we have the oldest carriages
anywhere in the country. They are 40 years old. They rattle a bit, but they’re
not uncomfortable. And they are reliable.
Data from the Office of Rail and Road shows that in March Merseyrail services
achieved a 99% record of punctuality. That is 99% of trains arrived at their
destinations within five minutes of their booked time—the first time this has
happened anywhere in the UK.
We now wait for the new trains to come into service at the end of the year!
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Smiling
Smiling is infectious

You catch it like the flu
When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too
I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin

When he smiled I realised
I had passed it on to him
I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth
A single smile like mine
Could travel round the earth
So if you feel a smile begin
Don't leave it undetected
Start an epidemic
And get the world infected.
Anon.
http://www.parishwindow.co.uk/
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Christ Church Birkenhead
Bessborough Road, Birkenhead, CH43 5RW
Priest in charge: Rev Gerri Tetzlaff
Rev Gerri’s email: christchurch.gerri@gmail.com
Rev Gerri’s phone number: 0151 651 0768
Church Office email: christchurchbirkenhead@gmail.com

Services and Community Activities
Our 10.30am Sunday services have recommenced.
We hope to begin our community activities
in the near future.
Updates will be provided on our Facebook page and website.
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbirkenhead
http://christchurchbirkenhead.net/

Don’t forget—it’s your magazine.
Contributions to me by Sunday, 23rd May, please. Thanks.
Paul Rees, Editor
oxtonrees@gmail.com

To worship God, to share Jesus,
and to serve the community
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