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Christ Church Birkenhead 
Bessborough Road, Birkenhead, CH43 5RW 

Priest in charge: Rev Gerri Tetzlaff 

Rev Gerri’s email: christchurch.gerri@gmail.com 

Rev Gerri’s phone number: 0151 651 0768 

 

Website 

http://christchurchbirkenhead.net/  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbirkenhead  

 

 

Church office email: christchurchbirkenhead@gmail.com 

for room bookings etc. 

or leave a message on 0151 652 3990 

 

To worship God, to share Jesus, 
and to serve the community 

Contributions for our February magazine 
by Sunday, 23rd January please. 

Paul Rees, Editor,  
oxtonrees@gmail.com 
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Services in Church 

 
All Sundays 9am: Holy Communion (BCP) 

 
December 

5th December 10.30am:  Morning Prayer 
12th December 10.30am:  Holy Communion 
19th December 10.30am:  Morning Prayer 

19th December 5pm:  Carol Service 
24th December 5pm:  Christingle & Crib Service 

24th December 11.30pm:  Midnight Communion 
25th December 10.30am:  Holy Communion 

26th December 10.30am:  Holy Communion (said) 
 

January 
2nd January 10.30am:  Morning Prayer 

9th January 10.30am:  Holy Communion 
16th January 10.30am:  Morning Prayer 

23rd January 10.30am:  Holy Communion 
30th January 10.30am:  Holy Communion 

 
 

You can also keep up to date via our Facebook page at 
www.facebook/christchurchbirkenhead.  

 
To open this link and others elsewhere in the magazine 

go to it, press ‘control’ and click. 
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https://www.facebook.com/E.C.M.churchhumor/ 

Cracker Jokes for Christmas 
 
What do Santa’s little helpers learn at school? 
 The elf-abet. 
 
Why do eggs avoid telling jokes? 
 They crack each other up. 
 
What did Adam say on the day before Christmas? 
 It’s Christmas, Eve. 
 
Why did the gingerbread man go to the doctor? 
 He was feeling crumbly. 
 
What did one cracker hat say to the other cracker hat? 
 You stay here, I’m gonna go on ahead. 

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbirkenhead/
https://www.facebook.com/E.C.M.churchhumor/
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After the Tranmere Rovers home game on Saturday 18 December, the Kop end 
of the pitch plays host to a carol concert and readings from the Christmas 
story. This year, singer-songwriter Katie Ritson, will lead the carols and perform 
a solo. Some will stay on after the match, others will come for the carols, entry 
is free with refreshments and Father Christmas in attendance to keep all ages 
entertained before the start. 

Rev'd Matt Graham, vicar of St Stephen's Prenton is a chaplain at the football 
club. As a chaplain, he spends time getting to know people, building 
relationships, and offering support when needed. "Carols on the Kop is one of 
the opportunities we have to be more proactive.  The event attracts and 
engages with different people in the community and is one of the clubs Super 
White Christmas Appeal events.  

Money raised via bucket collections at 
home games and Carols on the Kop 
help fund a Christmas party with gifts 
for underprivileged children in the 
area, and also a Boxing Day meal for 
over eighty homeless people." 

https://www.chester.anglican.org/
news/carols-on-the-kop.php 
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The Rev writes 
 
As another year closes and we look forward to a New Year, who can believe it 
will be 2022?  Time has felt as if it has behaved rather differently to the norm as 
we have travelled through the pandemic.  At least it has been that way for me.  
There has been a feeling of nothing much happening, although that is now 
changing, it has been difficult to remember much of the past 20 or so months; 
it seems to have gone on forever, yet in a way the time has shot by! 
 
Traditionally at Christ Church we have begun the new church year (Advent 
Sunday) with a new Bible verse for the year.  This year we have chosen the 
following, suggested by Judith Newburn: 
 

Proverbs 3.5-6 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding; 
 in all your ways submit to him, 
    and he will make your paths straight.  

 
These verses seem applicable to me for the coming year.  At these times we are 
living in our trust in the Lord needs to be firm and faithful, from the heart.  Our 
own understanding might be quite different to what the Lord is calling us to do 
and to be.  Although that is always the case, we might feel it more keenly 
during times that are quite chaotic and challenging in so many ways.  When we 
feel uncertain about making decisions, we can put our trust firmly in the Lord - 
awaiting that feeling of peace that comes from knowing that a decision made is 
sure.  I like the idea of our paths being made straight - easier to navigate, less 
curves and bends and you can see ahead - well in theory anyway. 
 
Advent Sunday on 28th November began the countdown towards the other big 
event in December - when we celebrate the incarnation and birth of Jesus 
Christ.  I do hope that people remember what it is that we are celebrating.  
People often comment that Christmas is a time for family.  Well yes, it is but we 
need to ask ourselves why that is, what are we celebrating with our families 
and friends? 
 
We are celebrating an event, a birth that changed the world.  The birth of one 

child who became the means  to each  and every human,  being  able  to  renew  

https://www.chester.anglican.org/news/carols-on-the-kop.php
https://www.chester.anglican.org/news/carols-on-the-kop.php
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and restore their relationship with God.  The baby grew, became a man and 
suffered a shameful and painful death.  By his death, by his wounds we are 
healed, we can find forgiveness from our sins.  Not because of anything that we 
have done or could do but because he took all of that sin and shame onto 
himself, willingly - the sins of the whole world.   
 
Now that is worth celebrating and bringing in friends and family to share that 
time with.  Eating, drinking, having fun and laughter are all part of the 
celebrations as is singing wonderful and not so great carols, sharing in Holy 
Communion together and being at peace with one another.  Part of many 
celebrations is the giving and receiving of gifts - just as gifts were given to the 
child, so we give gifts and cards to one another - we celebrate and we 
remember together. 
 
As part of those celebrations we look forward to 2022 - a year that we hope will 
be blessed, peaceful and full of hope.  You will be very welcome to all of our 
services, whether special or ‘the usual’ - have a look at our dates and times 
elsewhere in the magazine. 
 
Take care everyone and a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you 
all. 
 
Revd Gerri Tetzlaff 
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Junior Church 

Here is one of our Junior Church 
children showing her pumpkin which 
she has decorated. She thought a lot 
about what to thank God for and 
said, "I will thank him for 
everything".  So lovely!  

We are all looking forward to our 
Christingle and Crib Service on 
Christmas Eve at 5pm and hope to 
see all our lovely families there. 

Have a wonderful Christmas  
and God bless,  

 
Mary Kirby  

Children and family worker. 
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Cathedral No. 3 - Blackburn, Lancashire 
 
Formerly the church of St Mary the Virgin built in 1886, the building became a 
cathedral in 1926 when the diocese was created. The history of a Christian 
foundation on the site goes back to the year 596—read all about it at https://
blackburncathedral.com/education/history/. (The photo of the cathedral 
interior on page 6 is from their website: it’s not mine. There are men in it!) 

Rev. Karen Freeman 
 
Many of you will remember Karen as our former 
priest in charge from 2012 to  2018 and will know 
that she left us to return home to California. There 
she took up a minister’s role in Grace Episcopal 
Church in the town of Fairfield. Last month, on 16th 
November, she was installed as Rector of Grace 
Church. You can hear her preach and follow the 
special service via their website at  
https://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/ 
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The Almanac provides details of the Bible readings authorised for use in 
church every day, providing guidance for whoever is leading the service. 
There is also an interesting section called ‘Exciting Holiness’ which gives 
a brief biography of the person or saint being remembered each day. It 
also tells me what colour altar frontal I should put out!   
 
The almanac can be read online or, with a bit of perseverance, can be 
installed on your Google calendar and read with ease on your mobile 
phone. Give it a try on https://almanac.oremus.org/. 

Oxton Christmas Lights—switch on! 
 
Were you there? There must have been hundreds of folk in the village on 
Saturday 27th November. From those in prams to folks with sticks, all well 
wrapped up against the cold lingering on from the storm the night before. 
Mulled wine, home-made cakes and much else to signal the way to Christmas. 
The person I felt most for was the Mayor, dressed formally in his suit with a 
chain round his neck—not much to keep the cold out! Still he led us in the 
countdown and the lights came on to a great cheer. 

https://blackburncathedral.com/education/history/
https://blackburncathedral.com/education/history/
https://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/
https://almanac.oremus.org/
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Today 

Cathedral No. 3 - where is it?  
 
I mentioned in the last magazine that there are 42 dioceses within the Church 

of England. We have seen the cathedrals at Ely and Lincoln already: but where 

is this more modern edifice?   

When I called in on a Saturday afternoon early in October, I was overwhelmed 

to find the cathedral full of ladies all on their knees. As the lady who welcomed 

me informed me, I had joined a service to mark 100 years since the death of 

Mary Sumner who founded the Mothers Union!   
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Bread 
 

Be gentle when you touch bread, 
Let it not lie 
uncared for, 
unwanted. 

So often bread 
is taken for granted, 

beauty of patient toil. 
Wind and rain have caressed it. 

Christ often blest it. 
Be gentle when you touch bread. 

 
Freda Elton Young 

offered by MaryJo Blades 
 
 
 

My Best Friend 
 

Jesus, friend of little children 
Please be a friend to me; 

Take my hand and ever keep me 
Close to thee. 

 
Please teach me how to grow in goodness 

Daily as I grow; 
Thou hast been a child, and surely 

Thou dost know. 
 

Please never leave me, nor forsake me, 
Ever be my friend; 

For I need thee, from life’s dawning 
To its end. 

 
 

From ‘Before I go to sleep’ by Walter J. Mathams 
offered by MaryJo Blades 
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      A Swaledale Parish Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, 
Thank-you that I am sometimes strong, 
Help me when I am still weak. 
Thank-you that I am sometimes wise, 
Help me when I am still foolish. 
Thank-you that sometimes I have done well, 
Forgive me the times that I have failed you. 
And please teach me to serve you and your world 
With love and faith and truth, 
With hope, grace, and good humour. 
 
Amen 
 

 
From ‘Before I go to sleep’ by Ann Pilling 

offered by Mary Jo Blades 

Photo from the website of the Parish of Swaledale with Arkengarthdale  
https://www.swaledalearkengarthdaleparish.org.uk/ 
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Water Colour Painting 

 
A course of tuition in the medium of water colour to be given by Ed Eaton. 

Starting on Monday, January 10th at Christ Church Oxton, from 7 to 9pm.  

For more details, contact Ed on 07985619578.   

The course involves; getting started with graded washes, the colour wheel,  
recession, perspective, and solving problems with landscape. 

To get the best from this course it is recommended that only quality brushes 
and paints be used. Advice on materials will be given at start. 

The course will run for ten weeks at a cost of £70. 

https://www.swaledalearkengarthdaleparish.org.uk/
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‘Whither?’ 
 

Looking through my bookshelves for something to fill this page, I 
came across a small book (the photo above is about actual size) 
entitled ‘Gems From Many Sources’ compiled by Havergal Shaw. 
Horatius Bonar, Wikipedia tells us, was a Scottish churchman, 
poet and hymn writer born in 1808 and died in 1889. 
 

The book’s not in good condition, but the title page carries the 
words ‘With all good wishes from Sid. Valdaguo, Italy, Feby 22nd 
1919.’ it was given to my grandfather who, as a lieutenant in the 
Durham Light Infantry, was in Italy when the First World War 
ended. 

Paul Rees 


